,amSTRACT. Ted Parker died in August 1993 at age 40, in an airplane crash while conducting aerial assessments of threatened habitats in Ecuador. Parker's two decades of work in the Neotropics strongly influenced many field ornithologists. Although he published numerous papers, the majority of his data and many of his ideas were never published. Through example, conversations, and extensive correspondence, he directly influenced the methodology and conceptual orientation of many others. We summarize his major discoveries and highlight his primary themes, particularly the importance of knowledge of (a) bird vocalizations for faunal surveys, and (b) voice, habitat, and foraging behavior for systematics. His Rapid Assessment Program, sponsored by Conservation International, was a landmark approach for conservation biology.
Zink. The list of persons similarly influenced beyond LSU would be enormous and would include, just as a start, all authors in this volume.
The breadth and depth of Ted's experience in the Americas was remarkable for someone so young. Localities from his field trips (Figs. 1 and 2) illustrate his thorough coverage of the hemisphere. From 1974 to 1993, he spent a total of approximately 115 months (9.6 years) in the field in the Neotropics, or roughly six months per year, and visited 22 countries. Thus his field experience was incomparable among contemporaries, and of historic proportions.
Parker had the ability not only to remember facts accumulated during field-work but to integrate them into an overall picture. He knew the habitat, voice, and foraging behavior of nearly all 4,000+ species of New World birds. Particularly after he began collaborating regularly with Robin Foster and A1 Gentry during their work for Conservation International, Ted learned a great deal about tropical plant communities. The breadth of Ted's knowledge, combined with a questioning mind and a rare talent for synthesis, allowed him to see patterns that no one else had seen or could detect. His insights often amazed and intimidated academic ornithologists. Original ideas, difficult to generate for most of us, flowed from Ted. When his colleagues discovered something that Ted had not already realized, from natural history anecdote to general pattern, they regarded it as a major triumph. Mixed with the tragedy of his death is that he had just begun to put his ideas in writing, and many of these were buried in papers with titles that did not reflect the ideas contained. Most of the facts are in his book on Neotropical birds (Stotz et al. 1996) . Parker was primarily responsible for the database in this book, a massive matrix of 3,751 species by 47 variables (e.g., habitat, elevational range, guild) for each species-•or roughly 175,000 data entries. However, most of the original ideas concerning the patterns revealed by these data had not been written down at the time of his death. Parker's knowledge and skill allowed him to detect an undescribed species by voice and to know that it had to be an undescribed species before he collected it. In 1983 at his Sucusari study site in Peru, Parker heard an unfamiliar Tolmomyias flycatcher. Knowing the voices of all other species in the genus, Ted knew that this was certainly a new species (Schulenberg and Parker 1997). Adding to the novelty was that it was not discovered at some remote or previously unvisited locality but on the banks of the Napo River near Iquitos, just the kind of river-bank locality most accessible to, and frequently visited by, ornithologists for more than a century. It was the Amazonian equivalent to discovering a new species of bird from the side of an interstate highway. This discovery by Ted was a focal point of Stap's (1990) book, which received many enthusiastic reviews (e.g., Plimpton 1990).
Parker showed repeatedly that by knowing their voices, species thought to be rare and local were often actually common and widespread, from inconspicuous canopy tyrannids such as White-lored Tyrannulet (Ornithion inerme; Parker 1982) to large, unmistakable birds like Nocturnal Curassow (Nothocrax urumutum; Parker, in press). He teased us all mercilessly when we presented him our tape-recordings from areas we had visited--"Now," he'd say, "I can find out what was really there." One of Ted's most frequent sermons was that any tropical bird species not prone to frequent mist-net capture was much more common than recent literature indicated. 4. The interrelationship between foraging behavior and habitat selection in understanding a species' biogeography. Ted discovered not only that many bird species were restricted to the vicinity of bamboo thickets but also that these birds often had specialized foraging behaviors associated with features of their special habitat (Parker 1982) . Such compound specialization explained their restricted geographic distributions. Similarly, Parker (1981) pointed out that Polylepis woodland, which occurs in tiny relictual patches in the Andes high above cloud-forest elevations, supports several bird species restricted to this woodland, and that some of these species have specialized foraging behaviors or diets that explain this restriction.
5. The importance of general natural history knowledge. Ted's involvement with professional ornithology coincided with a period of dramatic increase in the emphasis on theoretical and quantitative aspects of avian ecology and systematics. Although Parker's limited background in mathematics prohibited him from active involvement in such analyses, he was nonetheless deeply interested in conceptual issues. Ted was greatly dismayed, however, by his perception that an increasing proportion of researchers and students devalued general natural history knowledge. He was alarmed by encounters with students and professors who were more interested in which statistical tests were appropriate for their data analyses than in the basic biology of their study organisms. He delighted, therefore, in pointing out errors generated by ignorance of natural history that he found in publications, and how better knowledge of the bird's natural history would have changed their design or interpretation. One mistake that he often ridiculed, in part because it was so prevalent in Neotropical ornithology, was equating differences in mist-net capture rates with differences in relative abundance, without taking into account the radically different movement and spacing patterns that make some species much more prone to capture (Reinsen and Parker 1983). Fortunately, it is once again becoming a popular theme that extensive, accurate knowledge of natural history is at the core of good science and good scientists (e.g., Wilson 1994 Although we have attempted to be as clinical as possible in our assessment of Parker's influence, we cannot end without noting what is well known to all who knew Ted, namely that he was loved by many and considered a close friend by hundreds of ornithologists, birders, naturalists, and conservationists. He gave his time enthusiastically to help and encourage hundreds of people, from prominent scientists to beginning students. Now it remains for those of us influenced by Ted to make the most of what he taught us.
